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Low beautiful upon the mountains are the feet. of him Cat 
tidings, that publisheth : that bringeth ti gees, 
th salvation ; that saith unto Zion, Thy (AH LIT, 
Ho. 20, Vol. XLV. Monday, May 14, 1883. — 
FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 


N Fridey, at 2 p.m., the Conference vid‘ ee in the large Tabernacle, 
as per adjournment, and the choir sang : 
O Jesus, the giver of all we enjoy, 
Our lives to Thy hqnor we wish to employ. 
Aker prayer by President Geo. Q. Cannon, the choir sang : 
Zion stands with bliss surrounded : 
Zion, kept by power divine. 
ELDER ERASTUS SNOW 

that I may be able to continue my labors among the people of God. Foe 
some time my health has not been of the best, and I realize the truth of the 
remarks of Elder Woodruff in reference to the passing away of the moré 
aged of the Elders. From my youth upward I have witnessed the progreas 
of this work and the fulfillment of the word of the Lord to His servants. The 
Lord has had His eye upon this American continent as the place where He 
would perform His greatest work. On this land He established the city of 
Enoch; here Noah ‘preached to his generation; and here the Lord will build 
an Zion and appear in His glory. In His own marvelous manner He 
has been working among the nations to bring to pass His purposes, moving 
among the oppressed of many lands whose minds were reaching out after 
more light, truth and liberty, to gather upon this continent and struggle for 
buman jfreedom. . They suffered greatly until they learned to appreciate 
liberty and detest misrule and tyranny. They burst the shackles that bound 
_ the human soul, and broke the yoke from their necks. The Lord guided 
them to a successful issue, and directed the wise and patriotic fathers of our 
country, until they framed the grand system of government under which we 
live, the beat form existing, or that ever has existed among men, save it may 
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be that which God directly revealed to the Patriarchs. It is better calculated 
to promote religious and political freedom, and maintain the rights of men, 
than any other on earth. But it contains its own imperfections, and there- 
fore cannot endure forever. In a revelation given to the! Whole people in the 
early days of the Church, they were instructed to maintain the Constitution, 
and seek for wise men and good men to promote its principles (Read from 
Doctrine and Covenants, page 342). I deem it of much importante thatthése 
ptintiples should be impressed upon the minds of all the Latteb-day Saints, 
and especially those within the pale of this Government ; to implant in the 


_ hearts of our children a veneration for human rights, and a desire to become 


equainted with the constitutional laws of the land, that they may apply 
em, for the benefit of all who come under their influence. Also for the 
— ‘down. of, oppression and the evils that afflict. mankind. God has 
designed this Government to aid in the establishment of His Church and 
Kingdom on the earth, and the furtherance of His great purposes. As long 
as thé people maintain virtue and integrity He will sustain it, and at no time 
will the Latter-day Saints stand justified before God in opposing these prin- 
‘ciples or ceasing to defend them. Whatever some may; have thought of the 
evils of mal-administration, and the endeavors to war against us by factions 
in this country, we must never charge any of these things to the system of 
government embodied in the Constitution. We must attribute it to the 
lorance or corruption of vile politicians. God has yeah to defend 
use, and that the wicked shall not have power over us. Ostaba e. 
bad re blessing of the word of the Lord to this eee 8 — 
John Taylor; at a time, too, when the demagogues and political quacks — 
forging fetters for our feet, making yokes for our necks, and seizing the whip 
to lash us, while they rejoiced. over our expected discomfiture. We have 
wuited calmly and prayerfully for the fulfitiment of this word, and how 
signally has it come to pass. The means devised for our euslavement have 
as 4 broken yoke to build the fire to warm the cause of liberty. 
7 men have been urged to violate the foundation principles of humat 
betty, and some of those who have hearkened to these temptings, have Iost 
‘the sceptro or power, while all of them will go down, forthe Lord his decreed 
it, . Our young people—our daughters as well ‘es our soné—by' this ‘meane 
have been induced to study the principles of rumen liberty and determine to 
‘gustain,them,. I rejoice that our Legislature bas heen ted to extend the 
franchise to women, and those political rights which of right belong to all. 
This is in consonance. with the spirit and eustom of the Church, placing 
before the, people at Conference, for their approval or condemnation; ‘the 
of the leaders; for all things are to be dove “by common consent" 
have received the light of truth, by which we know that very soul; me 
fo female, have come from God and are entitled to their agency, whiel iy 
nat trammeled by the Lord, nor permitted to bs trammeled by ‘atiy of AI 
by His permission. Iutelligent, independerit use of this 
p deereed, so that all may be justly judged tor their hots done in the : 
Kings and Emperors, Presidents, Judges and officers of | kind, will 
held responsible before God for the exercise of the authority v. in em; 
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richts of their follows, they will be held accountable before God, and should 
be held accountable to the people who placed them in power. The constitu- 
tional laws of the land are to be sustained by the people of this Church, and 
if any transgress them, they are to be delivered up to be dealt with thereby. 
The laws for the government of the Church are to be treated as such, and those 
who violate them are to be dealt with according to the discipline of the 
Church, but though they may take a course to satisfy the law of the Church, 
if they have broken the law of the land they must suffer the penalty thereof ; 
then they may begin again to serve God aud prove to their brethren that 
but repentance is genuine. We are required of the Lord, as Saints, to 
ive all men their trespasses, but we cannot afford to override the laws of 
au or wink at those who venture to do so. We must observe correct 
principles ourselves and seek to extend them to others, and as servants of God, 
in our respective callings, to see that no iniquity prevails in the Church, wa 
that all the various officers and members of the Church perform their several 
2 which none can be justified i in neglecting. Blessed are they,“ saith 
he Lord, “who hear my sayings to do them all, for he shall be great in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoso breaketh the least of them and shall teach 
men — shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven.” God cannot look 
124 the least degree of allowance.“ As a whole, this is the best 
aie the rd can find in the earth, who have been moved upon by the Holy 
Ghost and the preaching of the Gospel to gather from all lands) They have 
not come here for, worldly considerations—those who have are exceptions, and 
t stand unless they repent—but for the light of truth and the blessings 
of the, kingdom. Aud the servants of God must be wise in helping to separate 
e sheep from the goats, the wheat from the tares, that in plucking up a tare 
no blade of wheat shall be destroyed, I testify to all the world that this is 
the work of God and not of mad, and the institutions of our country are the 
institutions of heaven, established by the hands of wise men whom He raised 
and are as much a part of His work as the revelation to Joseph the 
Prophet uf the keys of the Priesthood, and it is His will that all men should 
protect. each other, in their-liberties but not in wickedness. The doctrine 
2 by the Supreme Court of the United States that freedom of 
religion only extends to thought and not to action was a wonderful strain of 
Überty. ho can chain a thought or restrain faith! When they stop the 
from, rising ar the rains from descending, they may seek to imprison. 
ee and bind belief. The fathers who framed the Constitution were not 
80 foolish as to intimate that this could be done, but formulated a restriction 
against prohibiting the free exercise of religion. Faith in anything can only 
be determined by action. If God commands men to increase and multi) 
and replenish the earth,” it is their right to obey. And those who enter into 
dee wedlock for the mere gratification of fleshly lust, refusing to bear fruit, 
are not r of marriage nor to be numbered among the worthy of the earth. 
And it God reveals that the parable of the talents shall be carried out in 
ene to this is, will be done, and who can prevent it! That God may 
to sustain civil and religious freedom, obey every law and fulfill every 
my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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‘Choir sang the anthem : | | 

dit i Great and glorious is thy name, O, Lord. aie 

‘Conference was adjourned till Saturday at 10 o’clock um, wth Bonetti 
by Apostle Franklin D. Richards. 


On assembling on the morning of Saturday, April 7th, the Choir aang. 
Let Zion in her beauty rise, , 
Her light begin to shine. 
After prayer by Apostle Moses Thatcher, the Choir sang: 
Ere long the veil will rend in twain, 
The King descend with all his train. 


President George Q. Cannon read reports of the Relief Societies, Yoiing: 
Ladies’ Mutual Improvement Societies, Primary Associations and Sunday 
Schools, which were received by vote and placed on file. 

There are 322 Sunday Schools; 35,178 scholars; 5,977 officers and teachers; 
41,155 total officers, teachers and scholars ; making an increase of 1,400 over 
the previous year. 

The officers of the Sunday School Union are: George Q. Cannon, General! 
Superintendent ; George Goddard, Assistant ; Levi W. Richards, Secretary; 
George Reynolds, Treasurer. 0 

PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR ~~ 

Said we have voted to receive these reports though some of them are very 
imperfect i in consequence of the failure of some of the Stakes to report, and 
undder these circumstances they will not be published. In future those who 
have charge of these matters will be expected to faithfully represent the 
organizations to which they belong. And the Presidents of Stakes should 
overluok these matters and see that the reports are furnished that everything 
may be conducted properly. 

ELDER FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. . 

We have extreme occasion for thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for our 
prosperity financially as well as our deliverance from the maehinations of the 
wicked; this has been so manifest that none could fail to see the hand of God 
in our deliverarice. The Savior said, “I am the vine, ye are the branches 
At another time, “I am the vine and my Father is the husbandman.” 
Jeremiah in speaking of the vine, said it was the greatest of all the trees of 
the forest, which was probably the reason why it was referred to in this way by 
the Savior. The Book of Mormon speaks of the Lord going forth to prone 
His vineyard for the last time, and I wish to say to the Elders of Israel that 
we are engaged in that labor. We are not laboring for ourselves alone, but 
for those who have gone before, those who now live and future generations, 
and will be held to account for the way we magnify the positions we hold. 
If we adhere to the vine we will bear good fruit. Jesus said every branch in 
me beareth fruit, and that which beareth not fruit shall be taken away and 
cast into the fire. The vine kas many branches. First, and next to 
the trunk are three branches—the First Presidency ; growing out and receiv- 
ing sap and nouris!)ment from them are twelve branches—the Twelve Apostles, 
and so on throughout the various branches of the vine. Where there is aur 
abrasure or disease it affects adversely the whole vine. It is therefore 
mportant that all the branches should avail themselves of every opportunity 
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of receiving nourishment. Every Stake should be represented at these 
‘ Oonferences that any items of instructions given may be distributed to the 
Saints over whom these officers are called to preside. The Presidents of the 
Stakes should be here and if this is not possible some one should represent 
them who will properly report the teachings and business of the Conference. 
We should feel dependent upon God, listening to and obeying the counsel of 
those over us, a contrary course has led to the apostasy and destruction of 
many. There is no other way of keeping alive but by abiding in the vine 
and receiving therefrom our due portion of nourishment and conveying the 
aame on until it reaches the remotest twig. When a vine is taken up it will 
be found that the roots in form are nearly like the branches above, so 
also is the organization of the Church below like that of the Church ab ve. 
The fruit of this tree is to be a nation of kings and priests unto God, 
and the Savior when he comes wants to find men qualified to preside and 
minister in the different departments of the Lord’s vineyard. Then let every 
man learn his duty and stand fast in the trust to which the Lord has ca led 
him to act, or he will be moved out ef his place. May God help us to live so 
as to bear fruit to His glory and be worthy of His great salvation. 
ELDER ALBERT CARRINGTON. 

We have no business here but to learn and do the will of God. Yet though 
man is placed at the head of all the creations of our Father upon the earth, 
- mankind are the only beings upon the earth who do not keep the law of their 
 @reation, and hence, instead of feeling proud and boastful, we should be 
humble and teachable. We have great occasion for thankfulness to our kind, 
wise Father in the heavens, that of all the children of God upon the earth we 
have received the principles of life, and we should be careful to be faithful, 
that we niay avail ourselves of all the blessings the Gospel promises. There 
are only two powers upon the earth; the powers of light and of darkness, and 
though we have'our agency, we can but choose between the two, good or evil. 
: Intelligent beings it would seem must know intuitively that the practice of 
good alone can lead to happiness. Knowing that God desires our welfare and 
to promote our happiness, how long then will it be before we learn to know 
His will and devote all our energy to do it? There is no slavery’ but in sin, 
and no freedom save in doing that which is right, so there is no happiness but 
in doing the will of God. While it is not expected that we shall be alike in 
Property aby more than we are in countenancé it is expected that we shall be 
one in all things even as the Father and Son, holding all things subject to the 
direetion of our Father in the heavevs. We are far from that at the present 
day: There ate pride and vanity and a greed of gain here. Yet I do not feel 

yraged though I am aware these thing are growing among ux, for I 
realize that our children must pass through trials the same as their parents 
Not it is obligatory upon us to the extent of our ability to give good instruc- 
don and to set good examples. I tried onee, for a very brief period to obtain 
the spirit of greed of gain, but at the end of that time was so disgusted and 
exhausted that I gladly gave it up. I feel to pity my brethren who are giving 
‘way to this spirit. I never have feared the days of poverty so much as those 
“of prosperity. Kindness is more seductive than persecution, and when from 
an eil source is much more dangerous. In the fable of the sun and the wind 
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who laid a wager as to which should make s man take of his cloak, the, mere 
the wind blew the closer, he drew his cloak around him, but wben the syn 
_ shone out he son took it off. Yet I do not fear for the welfare of God's woak, 
but am, anxious to do all that I can to induce my fellommen to take a couse 
chat leads to life, and hence I grieve when I see them take à contrary course 
I we use all that we have as our kind, wise Father who. gave us all, requires, 
will ve not become one in all things! We can be one, and become, perfect an 
our sphere. as God is in His, or we would not have been 20 com 
Let us therefore go on improving upon our eee be 1 
until we obtain a full and complete salvation. ; n 
The Choir sang an anthem: 5 1 
Rejoice in the Lord. 
Conference was till 2 o’clock. p. m., with by Bie 
Erastus Snow. | 


On reassembling on Beta at 2 p.m., the choir 0 
Ye Gentile nations, cease your strife, * 
And listen to the words of life. iil 
After prayer by Elder John T. Caine, the choir sang: | 2 
‘Come follow me the Savior said, 
Then let us in His foetsteps tread. — 


ELDER MOSES THATCHER. 
I feel happy and peaceful at the pleasurable — . 
us bere to-day, the contrast being very great to those of a year ago. When 
I it a special mission of their life to persecute and plot. miachlef 
against the people of God, they do not understand how and by whom their 
plots and schemes are brought to naught. We came here, to serve God apd 
maintain our richts and liberties, and not to submit tos compromise with 
| those who;seek,to destroy. There will always be a superior power to that 
ol man, and this people have the key to that power, which will overruleigll 
efforts gf our adveraties In the change that came over the powerfof 
Senator Edmunds in urging. 
she, band of God, w the course ot 
those that plot against the liberties of His Saints, and their course, is pot 
mpward...The argument of Congressmen that unless, they, passed, laws against 
the Mormons” they could not satisfy. their constituen us of he 
course taken by the Jews in relation to the Savior and th. —_. 
Oer fifty per cent of the men who put aside principle to apo ape 
clamor dest their positions in the ensuing election, Look at those ho 
| (llantly stood up for principle and the rights of this people, and see, how 
| different it was with them J, God was in the political wave that — oper 
the country, and even, the Democrats.could not account, for the tide. in their 
favor. Joseph Smith came to stem the stream of infidelity, which, bad set in 
and promote true faith in God. This is God's Kingdom, His theocracy. .. Who 
can stand against it! There is nothing that can injure, this people but their 
on wrong · doing. I desire to speak a few, words in regard to, the evils coming 
in amongst the Saints, calculated to. destroy their faith in God. — 
tho use of intoxicants is one, Look at the 200,000 in the insane, 
: England, 75, per cent. brought there through alcohol, i 
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statistics the money spent in England during seven given consecutive years 
was enough to have paid off the national debt and leave over a billion dollars 
to spare. While the revenue from the liquor traffic in that country is 
3150 οοο s year; ib is insufficient to meet the expenses that grow out oi 

use. There is snoigt liquor drank in the United States in sixty e 1 
all all the libraries of the country at an average rate of $2 per volume. Enough is 
drank in seven months to pay for all the property of the Churches in the 
country. About $320,000,000 more is paid out every year for liquor than for 
national, state, county, school and: municipal taxes. And the regulating enact- 
ments of the county | have been a failure. We see it on every hand. Harlotry 
and licentiousness go hand in hand with intemperance. Liquor weakens, not 
strenghthens men. And any man who weakens his judgment by the habitual 
use of intoxi¢ ints is a dangerous element in society, It has se 
husband and wife, dragged down innocence and virtue, and can we not sep 
the terrible results of these things? No man can be a true servant of God 
and taint bis heritage with the desire for liquor. Those who live according 
to the laws of God will have stronger bodies and stronger minds than others, 
and will yet rule the world, on natural privciples. Let us come up on the 
higher plane of the oelestial law and perpetuate our species according thereto, 
Men say we shall not, but I say we will! Let men and women be pure in 
‘heart and life, and bring forth children of promise like unto Samuel of old, 
serve the Lord and build up Zion and - will be with them rer 
salvation.” 


TO BE 
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UTAH NEWS. 


from Territorial 
— — 


‘Two of the Utah snd bash 
Salt Lake City again. 

gang of forty have just been imported to Utah to work in Cel mine 
belonging to the Denver and Rio Grande R K. in Pleasant Valley, 

Sin- wee ring is t to be commenced st, the premines of the Utah Silk Associstiqn 

The Jury of the Third District Court has been discharged. A large number of 
‘indictments arv said to have been found, mostly under the laws of the Territory. 

“Miss Lie Chamberlain, of the Sch, Ward, Salt Lake City, while cleaning » pair of 
loves which Were upon’ her hands, with some kind of inflammable gad had them 
accidentally ignited and her hands were very seriously burned. 

Tus doch Ward of Salt Lake City in to have anew meeting-house, the erection of which 
4s to be ‘commenced forthwith, and from the enterprising character of the Ward and 


the Central Pacific Railway Co, fer 
tho purpose of ranching el aa aE ree The traqt of country is bounded on the seuth by 
paves, on the north by themoyntain known ae 


the wath ee, the while of 
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“CHOOSE YOU THIS DAY WHOM YE WILL SERVE!” 
‘THERE was a time in the history of ancient Israel when it became the im- 
perative duty of Joshua to make of the people the foregoing demand. He 
bad “ waxed old” as their leader, and saw that he must soon go to his grave, 
and remembering the proneness of Israel to wander after strange gods, to 
murmur at the providences of the Almighty, and to form alliances with and 
marry among unbelievers he felt that it was necessary for him to obtain a 
decision as to whom they would serve, and record that against them. He 
therefore gave them the word of the Lord, in which the many deliverances 
wrought out for them, from the time of their father Abraham were briefly 
recounted, and concluded by saying: Now therefore fear the Lord and 
serve Him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your 
fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve ye the 
Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day 
whom ye will serve.” : i 

This injunction is equally applicable to modern Israel. Many of those who 
have enlisted under the leadership of the modern Prophet of God, as ancient 
Israel did under Moses and Joshua, seem as loth to forsake the ways of their 
dathers as their prototypes of old were the “ leeke and onions” and the flesh 
pots” of Egypt. They seem as content to wander in the ‘wilderness and as 
stow to prepare themselves to enter into posséssion of the promised land and 
fulfill the destiny which the Lord has marked out for this people as the Israel - 
tes of old ever were. And, by the way, there is quite a similarity between 
the dealings of the Lord with ancient and modern Israel. Was the pawer 
‘of God made manifest in preserving ancient Israel from their enemies, 
who were so much superior to them in numbers and strength? Not more 
80 than it has be n in the case of modern Israel. Did the Lord send quails 
to feed ancient Israel when they were famishing} So He did with, modern 
Israel when driven before their enemies on the prairies. of Iowa, and the 
birds were so tame that even the sick, while lying in their beds, caught them. 
Did the Lord increase the water supply for ancient Israel! So he. has for 
modern Israel. Did the Lord lead ancient Israel, after great tribulation; to 
a promised land! So He has modern Israel. Did the Lord make special 

“promises to ancient Israel of exemption from disease if they would keep 
hig statutes? (Ex. xv, 26). So He has to modern Israel, in the revelation 
ckwowaas the “Word of Wisdom.” Did the Lord inspire Joshua and 
Caleb to view the Promised Land with an eye of faith and to givé a good 
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report of it when they had seen it? So He did His servant, President 
‘Brigham Young, when he led modern Israel into the refuge which the Lord 
had prepared for them. 

The parallel might be carried atill further, but let this suffice. The 
Lord has set His hand a second time to gather Israel. He bas again revealed 
His Gospel, restored the Priesthood and established His Church. He has | 
called all people to repent of their sins and conform to His laws, and made 
great promises to those who will do so, while predictions uttered anciently 
‘have been tenewed against those who “reject the counsel of God.” It is 
as important that men should deliberately and decisively choose this day 
‘whom they will serve as at any time in the past. It is fully for them to think 
they can serve two masters. It is useless for them to hope to retain the 
friendship and favor of God and mammon. “His servants ye are to whom 
‘ye abey.” In the language of Elijah, “How long halt ye between two 
opinions? If the Lord be God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him.” 
Decisive action is required, and zeal in carrying out one’s purposes is com- 
mendable. A half-hearted course will not do. A lukewarm condition is 
most detestable to the Lord. He has said of those who are neither hot nor 
cold“ So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot I will 
spew thee out of my mouth.” Neither is anyone safe or justified in deferring 
the making of his choice, and thinking some future time will do just as well 
as the present. Life is too uncertain. The Apostle James says, Whereas 


vpe knew not what shall be on the morrdw. For what is your life? It is 


even as a vapor, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.“ 
The present is ours to enjoy or improve; the future we cannot be certain of. 
If we fail to make choice to-day of whom we will serve, and apply ourselves 
with our might to serve God, we may find our opportunity for doing so gone 
~to-morfow, and stand condemned as a consequence. That servant that 
“knew his Lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did according to His 
will, shall be beaten with many stripes.“ Such persons will fare much worke 
„ben they come to judgment than those who never knew or had a chance 
of learning the Lord's will, for the times of this ignorance God winked at.” 
The Lord has again made —— His will, He has also sent His servants forth 
to declare it, and those who reject it or defer obeying it are on dangerous 
ground. The Savior has said, Be ye therefore ready also; for the Son of 
Man cometh at an hour when ye think not.” “Blessed are those servants, 
whom the Lord when He cometh shall find watching ; verily I say unto you, 
that He shall gird Himself and make them to sit down to meat, and will come 
: forth and serve them. 
Tuere are many persons who have made covenant with the Lord long since, 
and had a testimony of the divinity of the work in which they then enlisted, but 
who seem to lack the faith necessary to continue to “serve Him in sincerity 
and in truth.” In fact, their hankering after mammon, and their inclination 
to follow in the ways of the world would rather indicate their insincerity. 
Some of them have made no effort to gather out from Babylon, that they 
may serve the Lord more faithfully and secure to themselves blessings which 
.. they cannot obtain elsewhere. Some of them seem to disregard nearly all of 
“their duties as Saints of God and cannot be known “ by their fruits” from 
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those who make no claim to being such. To all such we would reiterate the 
words of Joshua, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve ed — thet 
your empty profession will count for nothing with the Almighty, . ou cunggt 


deceive Him. He knows your actiong and motives too, and the light,you 
have received and the talents entrusted to you—whieh you, — 9 failed to 
make a good use of—will prove your condemnation unless you can zed 
yourselves by promptly choosing to serve God, ong ien e observing 
all that choice implies. 

There are hundreds, perhaps. of pereons in the world 
thoroughly convinced that the Latter-day Saints have the truth, and that the 
Gospel has been restored, and yet hesitate about yielding obedience to it. 
They are perhaps like “ the chief rulers” .whém, John mentions, as having 
believed on the Savior, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess 
Him lest they should be put out of the synagogue : for they loved the p 

of men more than the praise of God.” To such persons we feel to say, as.you 
value your soul’s salvation, “ Choose you this day whom ye will serve 1 
be sure in making that choice that you do not allow your love for gain 7 
Praise of men to swerve you from your honest oonvictions. There i is dan 
in delay. Indecision may be fatal. Who can tell what to-morrow may bring 
forth! You could not claim if brought to judgment now, as the laborers 
in the Savior's parable did who were hired at the eleventh hour, and who w 
rewarded the same as those who had served longer—that they had received 
no previous offer. You have had opportunities and failed to improve the; 
You have had a chance of gaining the grandest prize that mortal can stri 
for, and bartered it away for a paltry bauble. Your own conscience 
condemn you, and you will have no cloak for your sin. Why halt ye betwegn 
two opinions? If the Lord be God, serve Him 55 Decide. without f 
delay, and carry out that decision “to the end.” And though thet serv 
implies a sacrifice of all you have heretofore valued, and you can gaip e 
prize of eternal life thereby, it will not be dearly earned. 

Happy is the man who can say with wn. “As for. me 
and my house, we will serve God.” 181 ae 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


A PREACHING TOUR “WITHOUT PURSE AXD SCRIP”—VARIED mer 
OF ONE WEEK. — 


Bishop O. F. Whitney, who, in company with President, Jos, 0 West, by 
been out on a proselyting tour, writing from Brajntree, Essex, April 27 this says : : 
, “I have been elected a committee of one to submit a hasty. report of our first week’s 
experience. As you are aware, it was our design on leaving London to travel “ without 
Purge and scrip,” trusting entirely to the Lord to supply our daily wants and open | the 
way before us in seeking for His scattered sheep among strangers and enemies, 
—— thet: we might more thoroughly test the 
barity of the world, and throw ourselves, more fully upon the mercy of the Lord. 1 
ay aswell be frank with you at the outset, and say that thus far. we have found it next 
ta impossible to travel without purse and scrip.” The Lord will not let us. For, 
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ved to. exercise faith, than some one is sure to come along 
and replenish our purse to us all that we stand in need of. In other 
“what under the weather from colda, caught at the outset and increased by continuous 
bad weather since experienced, spiritually we never felt better in our lives, and look 
forth confidently, with scarcely » penny in our pockets, upon the prospect of continued 
as we 
e len London on the morning of the 20th inst., and at Bow Station, in the eastern 
part of the city, accepted the kind invitation of Mr. H. Webster, a friend of Brother 
West 's (with whom he became acquainted while on the Continent), and the owner of a 
ride, and had chee proffered us the favor of a drive as far as Epping, a village some 
twelve miles distant. We stopped to take dinner at Leytonstone, a few miles out of 
‘London, at the bose el Brother Wm. E. Larkin, but had no sooner got seated at the 
table than a telegram came for Sister Larkin from her sister in London, stating that she 
was in trouble, and asking her to come to her at once, Sister L., supposing something 
_ dreadful had happened, was filled with apprehension, and thinking sickness was the 
eguse of her sister’s message, entreated us to return with her to the city. To this urgent 
appeal we could of course only respond in the affirmative, though it did us out’ of our 
ride to Bpping. On arriving at the lady’s residence, we found that the ‘trouble’ re- 
ferred to was hat so serious as we had been led to suppose, but we had no reason to com- 
plain, for we left house richer by half-a-crown than we had entered it, (for we started 
out without a penny,) apd. acknowledging the purposes of the Lord in our detention. 

It was now too late te reseh Epping that night, so we walked on as far as Stratford 
Church with the intention, notwithetanding the weather, whieh was damp and chilly, of 
holding an out door meeting near there. This design was frustrated by the police, who 
informed us, on our asking permission to. hald. forth, that open-air meetings were not 
allowed in that neighborhood. As it was then gightfall, we accepted an invitation to 
more shillings added to our scanty store. - 

Next morning we walked over to Woodford, five or six miles distant, ond hititig: 
decided to change our destination from Epping to Chipping Ongar, ee a 
“latter place at 12.30 p.m Arriving at the station on the outskirts of the village, before 
- going farther we retired to a secret place behind a hedge in a field, and having asked the 
AML we woes about to do, arose feeling refreshed, and, 

aan a Village, sought earnestly for a hall in which to hold meetings on the following 

this we were unsuccessful, the place was literally priest-ridden, and although we 
deeming it wisdom to allay rather than 
do excite prejudice in the beginning, we soon found that but little was to be gained by 
‘this policy, since the jealousy existing between the various Christian sects was quite 
‘sufficient to deprive us of the opportunities we desired, no matter what our religion might» 
“be. However, the Lord threw in our way 2 gentleman by the name of Sargent, a 
“Scripture reader,’ who kindly invited us to his home where we had ‘ tea,’ and spent the 
- afternoon in religious ‘conversation. We informed bim that we were ministers of the 
~ Gospel from America, traveling like the Apostles of old ‘ without purse and scrip,’ preach- 
ung wherever opportunity was offered, stopping wherever night or necessity overtook us, 
and, Ike our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, were without a place to lay our heads. His 
interest and sympathy were at ence enlisted, and the family having gathered round, we 
' fmproved the opportunity of laying before them the principles of the Gospel. While so 
engaged Brother West who, with had taken a severe cold some time previous, 
beams quite ill, insomuch that at request ‘I administered to him the healing ordi- 
Bear eee eee During this (to them) strange proceeding, the family 
reverently upon their knees, and their reverence was only equalled by 
the restoration of the one afflicted. But the 
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picion of the head of the family concerning our identity was now fully ‘aroused, As we 
turned to depart, after the expression of numerous regrets that they were unable to 
accommodate us with a bed, Mr. Sargent asked the question, r 
Latter days?” ‘We belong to the Latter days,’ was out reply. This evidently non- 
plussed him. but we felt justified, inasmuch as he did not see ft to add the word Saints’ 
to his pointed interrogation, in declining to gratify his curiosity until the principles we 
had enunciated had had a little more time to take root. We however, before leaving, 
testified to the restoration of the Gospel, the necessity of Prophets and Apostles, the 
existence in the Church of gifts, signs and graces, and leaving our blessing with them for 
the kindness so far experienced at their hands, went forth in search of a place to pass the 
night. After seven unsuccessful applications at the doors of as many inns and pri vate 
houses, which were either full already or were unwilling to hire us a bed, we walked out 
‘about a mile from the village and found suitable accommodation at + quiet, out-of-the- 
way and withal neat little tavern called the ‘ Stag’s Head,’ where we paid but a shilling 
for a bad fully as good as any for which we would have been charged half-a-crown if we 
had remained in the village. We also obtained some olive oil from the hostess, which we 
consecrated, and by its application, with the blessing of the Lord, the cure upon Brother 
West's returning illness was made permanent. 

The next day being the Sabbath we decided to fast, and unless the Spirit directed 
otherwise to proceed to Dunmow, about twelve miles to the northward. But while 
walking through Ongar we happened to meet an old gentleman by the name of Storkey, 
on his way to church, and, having exchanged a few words with him, were invited to 
share his pew at the Congregational ‘chapel, a which we took as an omen of the 

_ Spirit to remain another day in the village. That decision was wisely ordered was 
- goon evident, for we had no sooner taken our seats inside the chapel, than down came 
the hail and rain in torrents. We listened with all the patience we could to the minis- 
ter’s reading and strained interpretation of the 60th chapter of Isaiah—which by some 
B ‘hook or crook he contrived to make applicable to the African mission, and begged his 

auditors to ‘arise and shine’ by contributing liberally thereto—and after it was all over 
4 ‘secompanied Mr. Storkey home and passed the afternoon at his house, preaching Mor- 
monism' with all our might, mind and strength. He coincided with all we said, though 
_his eyes twinkled with astonishment when we told him we were ‘Mormon’ Elders, and 
tbat Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, but while he paid ug the compliment of saying 
that if all ‘Mormons’ were like us they were not such a bad people after all, he did not evince 
much desire to further investigate our doctrines, We parted from him with mutual 
expressions of good will and went to attend meeting at the lecture hall of a Mr. Gibson, 
the leader of the sect called ‘Scripture Readers,’ with which Mr. Sargent, our acquaint- 

_ ance of the day preceding, was connected. Here we met the latter, who treated us with 
marked reserve and tried te avoid us. But we enceuntered him at the gate, and present- 
ing him with our Articles of Faith, bore to him a faithful testimony of the truth of 
‘Mermonism’ and the prophetic calling of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young. This 
_gvidently caused him considerable annoyance, and although he did his best to keep his 
. temper, he could. scarcely conceal his anger and chagrin at having treated us so kindly 
the day before. He said he could respect neither Joseph Smith nor Brigham Young, nor 
any other man who would fulfill scripture in any such manner as to allow ‘seven women’ te 
Take hold of one man,’ eto, and while he affected profound reverence for the sacred 
» scriptures and claimed to implicitly believe both the Old and the New. Testaments, he 
could not approve of such an interpretation as had been given by Joseph Smith and his 
~puccessor to the passage in reference. Returning to, our tayern, we called for a bowl of 
. dbread and milk, which we ate with a relish which long fasting can alone, impart, and 
After ous to the lendiedy and her servant, congh far 
Repose. 

The following morning we were up 
- ford the Essex County seat, to which point the Spirit seemed to impel.ns, though we had 
reviously been notified by one of the Elders, sent on ahead, that ne public hall was 
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obtainable in the place. Before leaving Ongar we called on Mr. Gibson and gave him a. 
chance to refuse us the use of his lecture hall, a chance which he took advantage of 
with remarkable alacrity, and when we would have engaged him in further conversation, 
politely excused himself in true ministerial style by pleading ‘a train to catch’ and only 
ten minutes to reach the station. On we trudged towards Chelmsford. stopping on the 
way only long enough to ask for a drink of water or leave our testimony from time to 
time with wayfarers whom we met or laborers at work in the field near the roadside (some 
of whom refused to listen, while others cheerfully gave us a hearing), and early in the 
afternoon of a day that had been cold, windy, cheerless and disagteeable, our tired feet 
- halted at the sign of the Red Cow, a temperance tavern on the outskirts of Chelmsford, 
soon after the setting in of a severe hailstorm. We immediately informed the landlord 
of the object of our coming, explained the peculiar nature of our calling and plan of 
procedure, and asked if there were any halls in the town that could be procured for 
religious services, At first he was very much interested, asked us a humber of questions 
regarding our faith and seemed quite favorably impressed by what we told him. He 
even Jed us up-stairs into a little hall used by a debating society of the town, and assured 
us we could have it very cheap, and he would see that our board and lodging should he 
furnished us on the most reasonable terms. But the more we told him of the Book of 
Mormon and its translator, Joseph Smith, the more his ardor cooled, till finally on our 
asking if we could positively have the hall, he said he would have to see a lady who lived 
next door, who was one of the hall committee, of which he was only acting as agent. 
This he did, but the lady refused to permit us to use it. We afterwards went to her 
personally but with no better success, and so, bearing her a solemn testimony we departed. 
Nothing daunted nor discouraged, though very tired and wayworn, we set out on the 
almost forlorn hope of finding another hall. Much to our surprise and delight, we pro- 
cured a large one in the very centre of the town, at the extremely moderate charge ot 
eight shillings (ten shillings being the usual price of rental) and within three hours from. 
the time of our arrival we had, besides finding the hall, hired the town crier to go through 
the streets announcing that two ‘Mormon’ Elders would preach there that night, ordered. 
and were distributing, through the principal thoroughfares between three and four hun- 
dred handbills to the same effect, and were wondering where in the world the money was. 
going to come from with which to liquidate the debt we were so recklessly incurring. 
Nor did our wonder diminish any when we found that it was more than likely we would 
be presented with the bills before meeting time. It might be interesting to know that, 
we had at that time the princely sum of eightpence in our pockets. Finding it neces 
sary to do something towards meeting our liabilities, we sought out a pawnbroker and. 
raised fifteen shillings on a $25 watch of Brother West's, and therewith triumphantly 
discharged every debt as fast as it made its appearance. That night we held forth to a. 
moderate sized but very respectful audience, who listened with rapt attention and on 
leaving expressed themselves pleased with what they had heard, indicating their appre- - 
ciation by leaving in the plate at the door the sum of five shillings and ninepence, which, . 
considering all things— the unpopularity of the preachers, the shortness of che notice, 
size of the audience and the fact that the contribution was purely voluntary, was quite. 
as much if not more than we ceuld have expected. Among the congregation were two. 
reporters, a lawyer, several high · toned residents of Chelmsford, and an old lady who was, 
heard to remark as she passed out that it was a pity there. were no more present, for it 
was much better preaching than was usually heard there. These facts were communicated . 
to us by the agent of the hall, Mr. Warburton, a Roman Catholic and a gentleman, Who 
befriended us from the very start and through whose instrumentality we were able to 
engage the hall at a still further reduction for to-night, when, as we have had the town 
thoroughly apprised of the event two days in advance, we expect to have an overwhelming 
house. Mr. Warburton said he could sympathize with us, as his own Church was much, 
misrepresented and maligned, and as we bade him farewell—expreased his conviction, 
that we were good, honest men” and as such he wished us God-speed on our journey. 
twelve miles further 
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hid left word to Mave our mail forwarded from TLonden. We antlotpated a pleasant. 
meeting with the Saints at this place, and with this View had directed the addresses of all’ 
belonging to the Church in this vicinity to be sent on from Easier alt ds at the’ 
local Post Office. But what was our chagrin when, on arriy gary and footsore from 
our tramp, chilled through with the cold wind which had been Worber in our faces all’ 
day, with not enough money in our pockets to pay for à night's lodgiig, to find nothing 
awaiting us at the Office, not even the address of one of the Saints to whom we Rad 
intended to apply that night for shelter and food. But while sorely disappointed, we 
were not by any means discouraged, and believing that the Loi would still provide, we 3 
resolved to do out best towards securing a public hall for hing purposes. ‘There was 
only one te be let in the place, and though we repeat diy called at the agent's office to 
obtain it, he, finding ott who and what we were, made it a point to be ‘out’ every time 
we called. We therefore returned to the Post and Telegraph Office, which are in one, 
and paid our last shilling for a telegram to London, requesting the Braintree addresses to 
be wired to us immediately, and as a cold night was approaching, we spent the time while 
waiting in tramping about the streets to keep warm. Again and again we called at the 
Office, but no answer had come, and finally we entered a shop, bought a cheap loaf of 
bread, and walking down the road out of the village and mane. batch e 
the road side, devoured with eagerness our frugal meal. It was then seven o'clock, and 
ab the Office closed at eight, it was one chance in ten that we would receive a reply that 
night. Besides this, we were being watched by the police. and as 4 notice had just been 
published, warning the people to give no food nor money to vagrants, and was staring at 
us from every wall and window that we passed, our feelings can better be imagined than 
described. The suspicions of the officers seemed to be materially enhanced when, after 
- traversing and retraversing the streets of the little town, asking the way to public build- 
‘ings, etc., we finally emerged from a shop door with 9 mysterious locking parcel, which 
for all they knew might be a keg of dynamite, and walked down the road in the direction 
the Public Institute. Every group we passed we imagined were talkiüg about us, for 
ey persisted im gazing at us with the most impertinent curiosity, as though perfectly’ 
satisfied we were a portion of the same gang which assastinsted(?) Lady Florence Dixie 
-and attempted to blow up the offices of the Local Government Board. Finally, after 
our losf of bread had disappeared, and it was so hard and sour that if we had indeed 
lowed a keg of dynamite the effect could scarcely have been wotse, we resolved to 
to the village, boldly enter and engage a room at the best tavern in town, and 
— in Providence to lengthen out the tuppence' which was left us, sufficiently to cover 
whatever expense might accrue. We had by this time given up all hope of an answer to 
our telegram, but as we were passing the Office, something whispered to go in once more 
and ask if it had arrived. Imagine our delight when we found that it had, and although 
we were compelled to walk two miles further to the village of Rayne, where dwells a 
family of Saints by the name of Dover, it was with lighter hearts that we immediately 
set out, and in due time met with à warm welcome and were kindly and comfortably 
cared for over night. Next day we came across Elders Gibbons and Fowler, who, it 
ems, had been hunting the town ever in quest of us the day before, and had even 
applied twice for the same hall which was refused us, in the interims of our applications, 
: without, however, obtaining permission for its use or encountering ws while so doing. 
‘We are all but laid up to-day with sore throats and severe eolds, intensified by the ex - 
te of Tuesday night. The weather has been very cold and inclement from the day 
insomuch that open-air meetings, much as we desired to huld them, have 
b We are at present beneath the hospitable reof of 
Brither' and Sister Bradford, where we have held two good meetings, the first one well 
out for Chelmsford to fulfill an engagement 
— ene Brothers Gibbons, Fowler and Bench have done all they could to 
aan us, and are out even now hunting for halls and other opportunities in the adjacent 
towns und Villages. At Dunmow we learn thats hall is obtainable for money. But 
— Bishop's Stortford, Halstad and Witham, the brethren have made applica- 
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at present, and feel like 
day fen 


— ARRIVAL NEW YORK—KIND 

TREATMENT ON THE VOYAGE—ACCIDENT TO BROTHER GITTINS. 

‘tier Win. H. King, clerk of the company which sailed on the 11th ult., 
writing. from, New York, April 23rd, says: 

Ton are awaiting with interest, I have no doubt, an account from this city of our 
passage, arrival and subsequent movements necessary to our departure by train for the 
West. Unto this end I hasten to address you, regretting only that I have not found 

te write a day sooner. Let had I done so, I would not have been able to embody 

, which you will desire to learn, in the communication. I have just gained shelter 
from the snow, rain and sleet which has been falling all day, and which unceasingly 
continues ta fall. having been to the Erie Depot to see the Elders and Saints upon the. 
cars and started towards ‘home.’ Before preceeding further, I will revert to that point. 
at which my last letter terminated. Upon arriving at Queenstown, the ship's company 
was augmented by a large number of Irish emigrants. This swelled the company to 
ever 1,000-douls. At 10 a.m. we ‘ hove’ anchor and pushed out into the sea. During the 
day, the Saints were evidently overjoyed at their surroundings, and exhibited their feel- 
ings by singing, with much pathos, such hymns as Ves, my native land,’ eta, We're 
going to the mountains of Ephraim to dwell,’ etc. But the next morning, and for two 
or three days succeeding, most of the company were paying homage to Neptune with as 
much veheménce and power as are demanded by that insatiable myth. No storm was 
necessary to produce such a revolution in the company; a counter current and a moderate 
swell accomplished all. At the expiration of the 4th day most of them had recovered 
and were able to attend the regular devotional exercises. From there to the termination 
of the voyage was a pleasant and enjoyable period. The weather was all could be 
desired, and everything conspired to make the hours and days as agreeable as possible. 
The mal thing, though, that is essential to happiness, is oneness; this prevailed to the 
extent ‘of attracting the attention of all on board who were not of our faith. The re- 
ligious services were well attended, the captain, officers, saloon and intermediate passen - 
ger oftieh belag present; besides many of the great number of steerage passengers, If 
do Conversions resulted, much prejudice was removed and many friends made. The 
conduct of the Saints was beyond reproach, and, I might add, like Cesar wife, beyond 

spicion.’ 

would not be doing justive to my feelings, were I not to mention the kind yet 
bessing of Captsin —— of the ship towards vs It was 
é palpalile to all that we unanimously decided to present an address to him. Upon the 
last day, with an appropriate speech, it was presented to him. In reply, he thanked 
the Elders and Saints for their kindness to him and the officers, and for the réspeet 
which had been given unto all necessary requicements which had been made at their 

He furthermore stated, although he did not wish to draw any invidious oom 
parisons, shat of all passengers he had ever taken, none bad he found more orderly, 
cleanly, respectful and moral than the ‘Mormona.’ In connection, permit me to mention 
‘the name of Dr. Ramsden ; he is an efficient doctor, and one who, this his first voyage, 
the Saints. 

On Sunday evening, April 22nd, at & p.m., we entered the docks, The quarantine 
sillcers boarded. the Wereda at 3pm., but soon finished their labor, finding no cases for 
detention. For the-benefit of those who are coming in the succeeding companies I would 
for you will either 

e to submit to it on shipboard, or Poss into tho ‘kind’ hands of the quarantine officers. 
Early this morning (Monday) we and did not fail having an intreduction to 
the Custom House men(fridids of Aerion at the expense of the pockets of other nations): . 
However, we passed through without much scathing; then went to Castle Gardens. 
Unfortunately, 4,000 or 5,000 emigrants who had come in on Sunday morning, wees 
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